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C-2/2024/247 October 7, 2024
EXECUTIVE ORDER

The plantation program is a key conservation initiative aimed at sustainable management of the
forest resources amidst the pressing challenges of climate change, pollution and biodiversity loss.
Since 1947, the Royal Government has prioritized environmental conservation through various
plantation efforts among others. As of June 30, 2024, Bhutan has established approximately
20,161 hectares of forest plantations, contributing to a forest coverage of 69.71%, which exceeds
the constitutional mandate of 60%, and has resulted in achieving carbon-negative Status.

However, the sampling assessment of plantation programs from few Dzongkhags and Forest
Divisions/Parks showed an average survival rate of 56% only. The poor survival rate is attributed
to insufficient post-plantation care, maintenance, and monitoring.

Therefore, in line with the Government’s unwavering commitment to environmental
conservation and sustainable forest management, it is hereby directed that any proposals for
forest tree plantation, submitted by Central or Local Governments must include a comprehensive
five-year care and maintenance plan. Proposals lacking such plans will not be granted approval.

This order shall come into immediate effect and supersedes any prior notifications on this matter
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issued by the government.

Copy to:
1. Gyalpoi Zimpon, Office of the Gyalpoi Zimpon, Tashichhodzong for kind information,
Minister, All Ministries,
Secretary, All Secretaries.
Dzongdags, All Dzongkhags,
Thrompon, All Thromdes.
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