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C-2/54/ &of 12 December, 2014
[Translated Text]
GOVERNMENT ORDER
Sub:  Merger of the Department of Curriculum and Development (DCRD), Ministry of Education
(MoE) and the Royal Education Council (REC)

The Royal Education Council was established through Royal Command in 2007 to
initiate and implement education reform across the entire spectrum covering schools
education, technical education and tertiary education.

Inspired by the Royal Vision, and mindful of the overwhelming desire of the government
and the citizens to address issues related to the quality of education, the Council
formulated ambitious reform agenda to provide a comprehensive set of linking-policies
that would ensure systemic education reform based on the following premise.

a) His Majesty’s overall vision for the country;

b) Acknowledgement among the general population that the present education
system remains much to be desired in terms of providing high quality education
and the need to resuscitate the system; and

c) The confidence that successful education reform was achievable in Bhutan
considering its small size and the political will to achieve such reforms at all levels.

In order to strengthen and fulfil the above Royal Vision, following seties of consultations
between the MoE and the REC and several deliberations by the Cabinet, the Royal
Government has decided to merge the Royal Education Council and the Department of
Curriculum Research & Development based on the following rationale:

a) To reduce numerous cross-cutting and duplication of roles and functions that exist
at the present between DCRD and REC;

b) To maximize multiple benefits in terms of synergizing their professional output;

¢) To enhance teacher development which has been a weak area so far in the school
system; and
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d) To strengthen research capacity of the Council as an epicentre for educational
studies.

While the DCRD will be delinked from the MoE and merged with the REC and retained
as the REC as an autonomous agency under the RCSC, to facilitate intellectual
independence to provide unbiased perspectives on education, the REC will enjoy

autonomy equal to that of other government autonomous agencies and in accordance
with existing rules of RCSC and MoF.

Furthermore, as an epicentre for education, the REC shall:

a) Work with the MoE to carry out its mandate;

b) Provide professional support to and accept such support from the MoE and other
relevant educational institutes or government agencies that will advance their
mutual interests; and

¢) Remain in existence as long as its works continue to contribute to the national
interest in the field of education.

The Royal Education Council shall determine the national school curriculum and teacher
development programmes to continuously improve the mainstream education system.

The REC shall be governed by a Governing Council chaired by the Prime Minister and
the CEO as its Member Secretary. The mandate of the Council shall be to provide overall
guidance and strategic direction to the Royal Education Council. Till the appointment of
the CEO, the existing Task Force established for the DCRD-REC merger will oversee
the implementation of the transition plan.

This Government Order has reference to the 54™ Lhengye Zhungtshog held on 28
October, 2014 and shall come into immediate effect.

Sd/-
( Tshering Tobgay )
Copy for necessary action to:
1. Hon’ble Chairperson, RCSC, Thimphu
2. Secretary, Ministry of Education, Thimphu
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3.

Offtg. Director, Royal Education Council, Thimphu

Copy for kind information to:

1.

VO N s e

Hon’ble Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Bhutan, Thimphu

Hon’ble Speaker, National Assembly of Bhutan, Gyalyong Tshogkhang
Hon’ble Thridsin, National Council of Bhutan, Thimphu

Hon’ble Minister, All Ministries, Thimphu

Heads of all Constitutional Bodies, Thimphu

Secretary to His Majesty the King, Tashichhodzong, Thimphu

Secretary to His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo, Tashichhodzong, Thimphu
Secretary, All Ministries, Thimphu

Heads of all Autonomous Agencies, Thimphu



